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NEW CONSTITUTION 5 

or run „ 

GOVERNMENT er POLAND, 
&c. &c. | 


. 11 we name of God, one in the Holy Tring 


3 
0 Staniſlaus 1 8 this grace of; God, 


7 and the will of the nation, King of Po- 
- land, Grand Duke of Lithuania, Ruſſia, 
Pruſſia, Maſovia, Samogitia, &c. &c. &c. 
together with the Confederate States aſ- 

ſembled in double number to repreſent 

the Poliſh nation, 
| | 7 | | , ; 

Per&vaDeED that our common fate 

| _ depends entirely upon | eſtabliſhing and 


B ren- 


EO ARIES 2 ones Ho 


3 b 


| rendering perfect a national conſtitu- 


| tion; convinced by a long train of experi- 
WM ence of many defects in our government, 
| and willing to profit by the preſent circum- 
ſtances of Europe, and by the favourable 
moment which has reſtored us to our- 
ſelves; free from the diſgraceful ſhackles 


of foreign influence-; prizing more than 
life, and every perſonal conſideration, the 
political exiſtence, external independence, 
and internal liberty of the nation, whoſe 
care is entruſted to us; deſirous, moreover, 
to deſerve the bleffing and gratitude, not 
only of our cotetnporaties, but alſo of future 
generations; for the ſake of the public 
good, for ſecuting our liberty, and main- 
tainitig our kingdorn and our poſſeſſions; 
in order to exert our natural rights with 
zeal and firmneſs, we do ſolemniy -eftabliſb 
the preſent Conftitution,, which we declare 
wholly inviolable in N part, till _ 


(33 
period as ſhall be preſcribed by law, when 
the nation, if it ſhould think fit, and deem 
it neceflary, may alter by its expreſs wil 
fuch articles therein as ſhall be found in- 
adequate. And this preſent Conſtitution 
ſhall be the ſtandard of all laws and ſtatutes | 
for the future Diets. | 


| The Dominant National Religion. | 


The Holy Roman-Catholic Faith, with 
all its privileges and immunities, ſhall be 

the dominant national religion. The 
changing of it for any other perſuaſion is 
forbidden under the penalties of apoſtacy; 
but as the ſame holy religion commands us 
to love our neighbours, we therefore owe” 
to all people, of whatever perſuaſion, peace 
| 5 FR 1 © 
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in matters of faith, and the protection gf 
ie conſequently we aſſure, to 
all perſuaſions and religions, freedom and 
liberty according to the laws of the coun- 
try, and in all dominions of the republic, 


ARTICLE II. 


— 


Nebility, or the Equeſtrian Order. ; 


Revering the memory of our anceſtors 
with gratitude, as the firſt founders of our 
liberties, it 1s but juſt to acknowledge, in 
a moſt folemn manner, that all the pre- 
eminence and prerogatiyes of liberty, both 
in public and private life, ſhould be in- 
ſured to this order; eſpecially laivs, ſtq- 
tutes, and privileges, granted to this order 
8 by Caſimir the Great, Lewis of Hungary, 
Ladiſlaus Jagellon, and his brother Wit- 
| toldus, 


(I) 
toldus, Grand Duke of Lithuania; alfo by 
Ladiſlaus and Caſimirus, both Jagellons ; 
by Jobn Albertus, Alexander, Sigiſmun- 
dus the Firſt, and Sigiſmundus Auguſtus, 
(the laſt of the Jagellonic race) are by the 
preſent act renewed, confirmed, and de- 
clared to be inviolable. We acknowledge 
the rank of the noble Equeſtrian order in 
Poland to be equal to all degrees of nobi- 
lity—all perſons of that order to be equal 
among themſelves, not only in the eligi- 
dility to all poſts of honour, truſt, or emo» 
lument, but in the enjoyment of all pri- | 
yileges and prerogatives appertaining to the 
faid order: and in particular, we preſerye 
and guarantee to every individual thereof 
| perſonal liberty and ſecurity of territorial 
and moveable property as they were for- 
-merly enjoyed; nor ſhall we even ſuffer 
the leaſt encroachment on either by the 


ſupreme national power, (on which the 
Sb Py 
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yp 
preſent form of government is eſtabliſhed), 
under any pretext whatſoever, contrary to 
private rights, either in part, or. in the 
whole; conſequently we regard the pre- 
ſervation of perſonal ſecurity and property, 
as by law aſcertained, to be a tie of ſo- 
ciety, and the very effence of civil liberty, 
which ought to be conſidered and reſpected 
for ever, It is in this order that we repoſe 
che defence of our liberties and the pre- 
ſent conſtitution: it is to their virtue, va- 
Jour, honour, and patriotiſm, we recom- 
mend its dignity to venerate, and its ſtabi- 
lity to defend, as the only bulwark of our 
liberty and exiſtence. 


ARTICLE 


4 
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ARTIcER ITI. 
Towns and Citizens... 
The ow made by the * Diet, 
entitled, Our royul free towns within the 
dominions of the Republic, we mean to con- 
fider as a part of the preſent conſtitution, 
and promiſe to maintain it as a new, addi- 


tional, true, and effectual ſupport, of our 
common hherves, and our mutual defence. 


ARTICLE IV. 


Peaſant and Villagers. 


"i 


This a claſs of people, the 
moſt numerous in the nation, conſequently 


forming the moſt conſiderable part of its 
force, 


® (5) 


force, from whoſe hands flows the ſource 
of our riches, we receive under the pro- 
tection of national law and government, 
from the motives of juſtice, humanity, 
chriſtianity, and our own intereſt well un- 
derſtood; enacting, that whatever liberties, 
grants, and conventions, between the pro- 
prietors and villagers, either individually or 


collectively, may be allowed in future, aiid 


entered authentically into; ſuch agree- 
ments, according to their true meaning; 
ſhall import mutual and reciprocal obliga- 
tions, binding not only the preſent con- 
tracting parties, but even their ſueceſſors by 


inheritance or. acquifition—ſo far that it 


ſhall not be in the power of either party to 
alter at pleaſure ſuch contracts import- 

ing grants on one ſide, and voluntary pro- 
miſe of duties, labour, or payments, on 


the other, according to the manner and 


conditions therein expreſſed, whether they 
are 


N. 


2 ES £4 | 
are to laſt perpetually, or for a fixed pe- 
riod. Thus having inſured to the propri- 


etors every advantage they have a right to 


from their villagers, and willing to encou- 
rage moſt — the population of our 
country, we publiſh and proclaim a perfect 
and entire liberty, to all people, either who 
may be newly coming to ſettle, or thoſe 
who, - having. emigrated, would return to 
their native country; and we deelare moft 
ſolemnly, that any perſon coming into Po- 
land from whatever part of the world, or 
returning from abroad, as ſoon as he ſets 
his foot on the territory of the Republic, 
becomes free and at liberty to exerciſe his 
induſtry, wherever and in whatever manner 
he pleaſes, to ſettle either in towns or vil- 


lages, to farm and rent lands and houſes, 


on tenures and contracts, for as long a term 
as may be agreed on; with liberty to re- 
main, or to remove, after having fulfilled 
C the 
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the obligations he may have voluntarily 
entered into. | 


ARTICLE V. 


Form of Government, or the Definition of 
Public Powers. 


All power in civil ſociety ſhould be 
derived from the will of the people, its 
end and object being the preſervation and 
integrity of the ſtate, the civil liberty, and 

e good order of ſociety, on an equal 
ſcale, and on a laſting foundation. Three 
diſtin& powers ſhall compoſe the govern- 
ment of the Poliſh nation, according to the 
preſent conſtitution, viz. 
1ſt, Legiſſative power in the States aſ- 
ſembled. 


2d. 


2d. Executive power in the King and the 
Council of Inſpection. 


3d. Judicial power in Jurifdiftions er · 
iſtin 5 6 or to be eſtabliſhed. pinks. 


\ 


ARTICLE ON | 


The Diet, or the Legiſlative Power. 


The Diet, or the Aſſembly of States, 

ſhall be divided into two houſes, viz, the 

) Houſe of Nuncios, or Deputies, and the Houſe 

of Senate, where the King is to preſide. 

The former being the repreſentative. and 

central point of ſupreme national aytho- 

rity, ſhall poſſeſs the pre-eminence in the 

Legiſlature ; therefore all bills are to- be 
decided firſt in this houſe.. 
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1ſt. All ſs Laws, viz. conſtitutional, 

civil, criminal, and perpetual taxes; con- 
cerning which matters, the King is to iſſue 
his propoſitions by the circular letters ſent 
before the Dietines to eyery palatinate and 
to every diſtrict for deliberation, which 
coming before the houſe with' the opinion 

expreſſed in the inſtructions given to their. 
repreſentatives, ſhall be: taken the firſt for 
deciſion. 97 


2d. Particular Laws, viz. temporal 
taxes ; regulations of the mint; contraQting 
public debts; creating nobles, and other 
caſual recompences; reparation of public 
expences, both ordinary and extraordinary ; 
| concerning war; peace; i ratification of trea- 
tics, both political and commercial; all 
| diplomatic acts and conventions relative to 
the laws of nations; examining and ac- 
quitting different executive departments, 


and 


( 23:9 


and ſimilar ſubjects ariſing from the acci- | 


= 


dental exigencies and circumſtances of the 
State; in which the propoſitions, coming 
directly from the Throne into the Houſe of 
Nuncios, are to have preference in diſcuſſion 
before the private bills, 


In regard to the Houſe of Senate, it is to 
conſiſt of Biſhops, Palatines, Caſtellans, 
and Miniſters, under the preſidency of the 
King, who ſhall have but one vote, and 
the caſting vvoice in caſe of parity, which 

e may give either perſonally, or by a 
meſſage to the Houſe. Its a and duty 
ſhall be, 


1ſt, Every general law that paſſes for. 
mally through the Houſe of Nuncios is to 
be ſent immediately to this, which i 1 either | 
accepted, or ſuſpended till farther national 
deliberation, by a majority of votes, as pre- 


ſcribed 
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( 14 ) 
ſcribed by law. If accepted, it becomes 4 
law in all its force; if ſuſpended, it ſhall 
be reſumed at the next Diet: and if it is 
then agreed to again by the Houſe of Nun- 
cios, the Senate muſt ſubmit to it. 


2d. Every particular law or ſtatute of 
the Diet in matters above ſpecified, as ſoon 
as it has been determined by the Houſe of 
Nuncios, and ſent up to the Senate, the 
votes of both Houſes ſhall be jointly com- 
puted, and the majority, as deſcribed by 
law, ſhall be conſidered as a decree and the 
will of the nation. 


Thoſe Senators and Miniſters who, from 
their ſhare in executive power, are accouut- 
able to the Republic, cannot have an active 
voice in the Diet, but may be preſent in 
| order to give neceſſary explanations to the 
States, 


Theſe 


( 5 7) 
"Theſe ordinary legiſlative Diets ſhall : 
have their uninterrupted exiſtence, and be 


always ready to meet ; renewable every two 
years, The length of ſeſſions ſhall be de- 
termined by the law concerning Diets, 
If convened out of ordinary ſeſſion upon 
ſome urgent occaſion, they ſhall only deli- 
berate on the ſubject which occaſioned 
ſych a call, or on circumſtances which may 
ariſe out of it. 


4 


| No law or ſtatute enacted by ſuch ordi- 
nary Diet can be altered or annulled by the 
ſame. 


The compliment of the Diet ſhall be 
compoſed of the number of perſons i in both 


Houſes, to be determined hereafter, 


The law concerning the dietines, or 


primary clechions, as eſtabliſhed by the pre- 
2 ſent 


CF 
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„ 
ſent Diet, ſhall be regarded as a moſt eſſen · 
tial foundation of civil liberty. 


The majority of votes ſhall decide every 
thing, and every where ; therefore we 
aboliſh, and utterly annihilate, [berum veto, 
all forts of confederacies and confederate 
Diets, as contrary to the ſpirit of the pre- 


ſent conſtitution,” as undermining the go- 
vernment, and as being ruinous to ſociety. 


AJ 
( Willing to prevent, on one hand, vio- 


tent and frequent changes in the national 


; . . . ; # 1 Pp 0 
conſtitution, yet conſidering, on the other, 


the neceſſity of perfecting it, after experi- 
encing its effects on public proſperity, we 
determine the period of every twenty-five 
years for an Extraordinary Conſtitutional 
Diet, to be held purpoſely for the reviſion 
and ſuch alterations of the conſtitution 
as may be found requiſite ; which Diet 
| "ſhall 


WY 


hereafter, * 


a ARTICLE VII. 
| \ 


* The King, or Executive Power. - 


The moſt perfect government cannot 
exiſt or laſt without ameffectual executive 
power. The happineſs of the nation de- 

| pends on juſt laws, but the good effects of 

__ flow only from their execution. Ex- 

5 perience has taught us, that the tegleGing 
this effential part of government. has overs 
whelmed Poland with difaſters, 


Having, therefore, ſceured to the free 
. Poliſh nation the right of enacting laws for 


themſelves, the ſupreme inſpection over 
the executive Power, and the choice of their 


magiſtrates, awe entruſt to the King, and his 
I D Counc tl, | 


mall be circutnſctibed by 4 A pirits law | 
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( 18 ) 
Council, the hight power of executing ry 
laws. | 


This Council ſhall be called Strax, of 
the Council of Inſpedtion. 


The duty of ſuch executive power ſhall 
be to watch over, the laws, and to ſee them 
ſtrictly executed according to their import, 
even by the means of public e ſhould 
it be necellary. 

All departments and . magiſtracies are 
bound to obey its directions. To this 
power we leave the right of controling 
ſuch as are refractory, or of puniſhing ſuch 
as are negligent 1 in the execution of their 


44% « * 
oy of * 


reſpective offices. 
This executive power cannot aſſume the 
right of making laws, or of their inter- 
preta- 


- 


+ 
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pretation. It is . forbidden to con- 


tract public debts; to alter the repartition 


of the national Incoihe” as fixed by- the 


C 
Diet; | to declare war; to conclude defi- 
nitively any treaty, or any diplomatic act; 


it is only allowed to carry on negociations 
with foreign Courts, and facilitate tempo- 
rary occurrences, ache with reference to 


| the Diet. 4 


8 4 
The Crown of Poland we declare to be 


Hübe in regard to families, and i it is ſet- 
7 ſo for” ever. + 1 


Faving WOW the fatal effects of 


interregna, periodically ſubverting govern- 


ment, and being def: ous of preventing 


for ever all foreign influence, as well as 


of inſuting to every _ a perfect 
tranquillity, we have, from prudent mo- 


tives, reſoloed to adopt hereditary fucceſſion 


„„ to 
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to our Throne: therefore we enact and de 
clare, that, after the expiration of our life, 

according to the gratious wall of Al- 
mighty, the preſent Elector of T 4 
ſhall TR over Poland, 


; The apoaſtof Cann e Kings of Poland 
ſhall begin 1 in, the perſon | of Frederic Au- 
guſtus, Elector of Saxony, with the right 
of inheritance to the Crown to his male 
deſcendants,1 The eldeſt ſon of the reign- 
ing King is to ſucceed hig father; and in 
caſe the preſent Elęctor of Saxony has na 
i male iſſue, a huſband choſen by him (with 

the conſent and .approbation of the Re- | 
public) for his daughter, ſhall begin the 
faid dynaſty. Hence we declare the Prin- 
ceſs, Mary-Auguſta Nepomucena, | only 
daughter of the Elector of Saxoh 7 to be 

Inſanta of Poland, - 


+ "vs F f . . 
\ 1 We. 


cM) 
We reſerve the nation, however, the 
right of flethog to. the Throne any other 


houſe or uh after the extinQion of the 


Every Wa on his acceſſion to. hy 
T hrone, ſhall take a ſolemn oath to God 
and the Nation, to to ſupport the preſent 
conſtitution, to fulfil the pacta convent, 
which will be ſettled with the preſent 


EteQor of Saxony, as appointed to tho 


Crown, and which ſhall bind him in the 


babe auger as farmer dien 


T he Kin g's 8 is ered _ inv ola 
ble ; ; as no act can proceed immediately 
from him, be caynot . be in any manner 
reſponſible to the nation; he is not an ab- 
ſolute monarch, but the father, and the 


head of the people; his revenues as fixed 


by the pada conventa, ſhall be ſagredly pre- 
| ſerved, 


2 * 
* * . 6) 
————_—— — 


*. 
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| ſerved. All public acts, the 20s of ma- 
giſtraczes, and the coin of the Kio gdom, 
ſhall bear his 1 name. 1 


N 2 
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” "The King, who ought to poſſeſs every 
power of doing good, ſhall have the right 
of pardohing mc that are condemned to 


death, except the crimes be 2 10 the 


ſtate, Ks * Fd a 
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In time of war he ſhall have the ſu- 


preme command of the national forces 
he may appoint Mie commanders of We 


army, however, by the will of the dates. 
It ſhall be his province to patentee officers 


in the army, and other dignitaries, conſo- 


nant to the regulations hereafter to be ex- 
preſſed, to appoint Biſhops, Senators, and 
Miniſters, as members of the executive 


powe . 
id 
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The King Council of Inſpection 1 is to 
conſiſt, ee, | » 


. 4 hy * * » * * 


\ 


5 1ſt, Or the Primatdy as the head of the 

. Clergy, and the Preſident of the Commiſ- 

fon of Education, or the firſt ben. in 
Ordine. 

* 

44 of five Miniſters, VIZ. . the Miniſter 

| of Police, Miniſter of Juſtice, Miniſter of 1 

War, Miniſter of Fi INANCES, a and Miniſter | 


for the, F oreign Affairs. 


— 
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zd. Of two Secretaries to keep the Pro- 


—— — 


— 


tocols, one for the Council, another for 
the Foreign Department; both, however, 
without deciſive vote. 3 | 
| By } 

The nk Prince coming of 0, 
and having taken the oath to preſerve the 


F conſti- 


wo 


II 


| 
f 
| 


E 


cdnftitution, may affiſt at Al. feffions of 


the Council, but ſhall have no vote therein, 85 


5 * 
The Marſhal of We Diet being choſen 
fot two yeats, has alf6'a right to fit in this 
Council, without taking any ſhare in its 
reſolves; for the end only to call together | 
the Diet, always exiſting, inthe following 


caſe: Should he deem, from the emergens - 


cies hereunder ſpetified, the convocation 
of the Diet abſolutely neceffary, and the 
King refuſing to do it, the Marſhal is 
bound to iſſue his circular letters to all | 
Nuncios and Senators, adduciug real mo- 


tives for ſuch meeting. Os, 


The * demanding ſuch cotrvocation! f 


of en Diet: are the following : 


iſt; ln a preſſing neceffiry coticerniny 
B16 . tho 


t it 14: 


the law of nation, and particularly in caſe | 


of a neighbouring war. 


24. In caſe of an internal commotion, 
menacing with the revolution of the coun- 
try, or of a colliſion between Magiſtratures. 


3d. In an evident * of * fa 


mine. 


4th. In the e ſtate of the country, 


by demiſe of the King, or in 2 of che 
King's — illneſs, 


All the reſolutions of the Council of In- 


ſpection are to be examined by the rules 


above mentioned. 


The King's opinion, Her thts ru 
member in the Council has been heard, 


thall deciſively prevail, 


Every reſolution of this 8 3 | 


Is iflued under the King's ſignature, coun» 


any 4 by one of the Miniſters ſitting 
E there 


therein ; and thus ſigned, ſhall be obeyed 
by all executive departments, except in 


caſes expreſſly exempted by x 50 preſent 
conſtitution. 


Should all the Members refuſe their 
counterſign to any reſolution, the King i is 

obliged to forego his opinion; but if he { 
ſhould perſiſt in it, the Marſhal of the Diet 
may demand the convocation of the Diet; 
and if the King will not, the Marſhal him- 
ſelf ſhall ſend his circular letters as above. 


Miniſters compoſing this Council cannot 
be employed at the ſame time in any other 
commiſſion or department, 

** * . 
If it ſhould happen that two thirds of 
ſecret votes in both Houſes demand the 
changing of any perſon, either in the Coun- 
cil, or any executive department, the King 
is bound to nominate another. 


Willing 


( 27 ) 

Willing that the Council of Inf] ,6Qioh 
ſhould be reſponſible to the nation for their 
actions, we decree that, when theſe Mi 
niſters are denounced and accuſed before 
the Diet (by the Special Committee ap- 
pointed for examining their proceedings) 
of any tranſgreſſion of poſitive law, they 


are anſwerable with their perſons and r- 
tunes. 

5 N ; 7 
Such impeachments being determined by 
a ſimple majority of votes, collected jointly 
from both Houſes, ſhall be tried immedi- 
ately by the comitial tribunal, where the 
accuſed are to receive their final Judgement 
and puniſhment, if found guilty ; or to be 
honourably acquitted, on ſufficient proof of 


Innocence. 


In order to form a neceflary organiza- 
tion of the executive power, we eſtabliſh 
3-3 hereby 


( 28 ) 
hereby ſeparate commiſſions, connected 
with the above Council, and ſubjected to 
obey its ordinations. 


Theſe commiſſions are, 1ſt. of Educa- 
tion; 2d. of Police; tea of War; oy of 
TRE | 


* 


93 


It is through the medium of theſe four 
departments that all the particular orderly 
commiſſions, as eſtabliſhed by the preſent 
Diet, in every palatinate and diſtrict, ſhall 
depend on, and receive all orders from, the 
Council of Inſpection, in t their reſpective 
duties and oecurrences. p 


„% ARS 
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ARTICLE VII. 
Judicial Power. 


As judicial power is incompatible with 
the legiſlative, nor can be adminiſtered by 
the King, therefore tribunals and magiſtra- 
tures ought to be eſtabliſhed and elected. 
It ought to have local exiſtence, that every 


citizen ſhould know where to ſeek juſtice, 


and every tranſgreſſor can diſcern the hand 


of national goverament. We eſtabliſh, 


therefore, 

| * 

1ſt, Primary Courts of Juſtice for ch 
palatinate and diſtrict, compoſed of Judges 
choſen at the Dietine, which are al- 
ways to be ready to adminiſter juſtice. 
From theſe Courts appeals are allowed ta 
the high tribunals, erected one for each of 
three 
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three provinces, in which the kingdom is 
divided. Thoſe Courts, both primary and 
final, ſhall be for the claſs of nobles, or 
equeſtrian order, and all the proprietors of 
landed property. 


- 2dly. We determine ſeparate Courts and 
Juriſdictions for the free royal towns, ac- 
cording to the law fixed by the preſent 
Diet. | l 4 
zdͤly. Each province ſhall have a Court 
of Referendaries for the trial of cauſes re- 
lating to the peaſantry, who are all hereby 
declared free, and in the ſame manner as 
thoſe who were ſo before. | 


4thly. Courts, curial and aſſeſſorial, tri- 
bunals for Courland, and relational, are 
bereby confirmed, 


thly. 
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5thly. Executive commiſſions ſhall have 
Judicial power in the matters relative to 
their adminiſtration. 


6thly. Beſides all theſe civil and crimi- 
nal Courts, there ſhall be one ſupreme ge- 
| neral tribunal for all the claſſes, called a 
Comitial Tribunal or Court, compoſed of 
perſons choſen at the opening of every 
Diet. This tribunal is to try all the per- 
ſons accuſed of erimes againſt the State. 


Laſtly, we ſhall appoint a Committee 
for the forming a civil and criminal code 
of laws, by perſons whom the Diet ſhall 
elect for that purpoſe. | 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE IX. 


Regency. . 
The fame Council of Inſpection is to 
compoſe the Regency, with the Queen at 
their head, or, in her abſence, with the 
Primate of the kingdom. The Regency | 
may take place only, 1 8 8 


iſt, During the King's minority. 


2d. In caſe of the King's ſettled aliena- 


tion of reaſon, | 


ol. In caſe of the King's being made 2 
priſoner of war. 


Minority is to be e till eighteen 
years are * and the malady muſt 
be 


Ul 


{('& I. 
'be declared in the exiſting Diet by the 
plurality of three-fourths of votes of both 
combined Houſes againſt one-fourth. 


When the King comes of age, or reco- 
vers his health, or returns from captivity, 
the Regency ſhall ceaſe, and ſhall. be ac- 
countable to him, and reſponſible to the 
nation in their perſons and fortunes, for bs 
their actions during their office. 


» 


ARTICLE x. 
Education of King's Children. 


The King's ſons, being deſigned ſucceſ- 
ſors to the Crown, are the firſt children of 
the country. Thence the care of their 
proper education, without encroaching, 
however, on the right of their parents, 
devolves naturally upon the nation. 

F „ During 
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During the King's life, the King him- 


ſelf, with the Council, and a Tutor ap- 


pointed by the States, ſhall ſuperintend the 
education of the Princes. 


In time of a Regency, it ſhall be in- 


truſted with this direction, jointly with _ 


above-mentioned Tutor. 


im both caſes this Tutor, named by the 
States, is to make his report before each 
ordinary Diet \of the education and pro- 
greſs of the-Princes. The Commiſſion, 
or Board of Education, 18 obliged to brivg 
before the Diet, for the approbation, an in- 
ſtruction or plan for the education of the 
Princes, founded on religion, love of vir- 
tue, of country, of liberty, and the con- 
ſtitution. 


ARTICLE 


JV 


ARTICLE. XI. 


National Force, or the Army. 


The nation ãs bound to preſerve its pols * 
ſeſſions againſt invaſion ; therefore all in- 
habitants are natural defenders of their 
country and its hþerties. 


The army is only an extract of defenſive 
regular force, from the general mals of 
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national ſtrength. 


The nation owes to the army reward 
and reſpect, becauſe of its devoting itſelf 
wholly for the defence of the country. 

The army owes to the nation, to guard 
the frontiers againſt enemies, and to main- 
tain public tranquillity within: in a word, 
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* 
it ought to be the ſtrongeſt ſhield | in the 


; nation. 


That theſe ends may be fully anſwered, 
the army ſhould ever remain under the 
ſubordination and obedience to the execu- 
tive power; it ſhall therefore take an oath, 
| according to law, of fidelity} to the nation, 
and'to the King, and to maintain the na- 
tional conſtitution. This national force, 
therefore, ſhall be employed for the gene- 
ral defence of the country, for garriſoning 


fortreſſes, guarding frontiers, and aſſiſting 
the civil power in the execution of the Jaw 
agaiuſt thoſe that are refractory. 
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DECLARATION OF THE 8TATES ASSEM» 


BLED. 


4 


All laws and ſtatutes, old 10 new, con- 
trary to the preſent conſtitution, or to any 
part thereof, are hereby aboliſhed ; and 
every *paragraph in the foregoing articles, 


to be a component part of the preſent con- 
ſtitution, is acknowledged. We recom- 


mend to the executive power to ſee the 


Council of Inſpection immediately begin | 
its office under the eye of the Diet, and 


continue its duties without the leaſt i inter- 
ruption. | 


We ſwear before God and the country 
to maintain and defend, with all poſſible 


human power, the preſent conſtitution 


and conſidering this oath as a proof of real 


love 


love of our country, we command all ma- 
giſtrates and troops here preſent to take it 
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immediately. The commiſſion of war ſhall 


iflue orders to the reſt of the army quar- 
tered in the kingdom, and in the grand 


duchy of Lithuania, ta do th 


e ſame within 


one month at fartheſt from the date of the 


preſent law. | 


We recommend to our Biſhops to ap- 


\ 


point one and the ſame day of public 
thankſpiving to God Almighty in all 


churches over the kingdom 


; alſo, we ap- 


point a day, N. N. for the ſolemm celebra- 


ting, by us and our poſterity, 


moration anniverſary for the mercies of the 


Supreme Being ſhewn to us after ſo many 


public calamities. 


of a comme- 
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And that futurs ages may kno and feel 


that it is by the aſſiſtance of 


the Supreme 


Diſ. poſer | 


* 
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Diſpoſer of nations we have ſurmounted 
the greateſt difficulties and obſtacles, and 
effected this happy Revolution, we de- 
cree, that a church ſhall be erected and 
conſecrated to Divine Providence in me- 
mory of this event, and at the expence of 
the States. * 


- Having thus ſatisfied our general feel- 
ings on this event, we turn our attention 
towards ſecuring the ſame conſtitution, by | 
declaring and enacting, that whoever ſhould | 

dare to oppoſe it, or to diſturb the public 
tranquillity, either by exciting miſtruſt, 
or by perverſe interpretation of this con- 
ſtitution, and much more by forming in- 
ſutrections and confederacies, either openly 
or ſecretly, ſuch perſon or perſons are de- 
© elared to be enemies and traitors to their 
country, and ſhall be punithed as fuch wirh 
the utmoſt rigour by the Comitial Tribunal. 
Oy — 
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For this purpoſe we order this tribunal to 
fie uninterruptedly at Warſaw, proroguing 
= their ſeſſions from day to day, and to try 
ll All perſons fo accuſed by any citizen of 
4 property, with the aſſiſtance of the Attor- 
» e of cle and Lichuanis, 
1 | ſeizing all indicted perſons, with the aid of 
the national troops, which ſhall be ready to 
act on the firſt order from the executive 
s power as they ſhall be directed, and occa- 
ſion may require. 
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| The Law concerning Dietines, or primary Aſſem- 
| blies of Poland, alluded to in the preceding publica 
tion, will be publiſhed im a ſew days, 


